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October 10,2006 

Federal Election Commission 
Office of the General Counsel 
999 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20463 

Re: Complaint against Arizona Democratic Party 

Dear Commissioners: 

9 

This letter constitutes a formal complain filed under 2 U.S.C. 0 437 (g)a of the 
Federal Election Campaign Act (“FECA”) on behalf of the Arizona Republican Party. It 
is our belief, based on the information set out below, that the Arizona Democratic Party 
(“Arizona Democrats”) has violated FECA and the Commission’s regulations with 
respect to two mail communications, attached hereto as Exhibits A and B. Specifically, it 
appears that the Arizona Democrats have either (1) violated 11 C.F.R. 0 110.1 l(b)’s 
disclaimer requirements; or (2) are improperly attempting to fund these mailings under 
the “volunteer activity for party committees” exemption in 11 C.F.R. $3 100.87, 100.147. 

The mail communications at issue were paid for by the Arizona Democrats and 
constitute Federal Election Activity, as defined in 11 C.F.R. 6 100.24(b). Exs. A, B and 
C. The mail pieces promote Democrat Harry Mitchell’s House candidacy and attack 
Republican Congressman J.D. Hayworth, and contain disclaimer stating only “Paid for by 
Arizona Democratic Party.’’ Neither mail piece nor their disclaimers state whether any 
candidate or candidate’s committee authorized the communication. Under the 11 C.F.R. 
$8 110.1 l(b) such communications must state whether or not the communication was 
authorized by the candidate or candidate’s committee. The Arizona Democrats’ mail 
pieces fail to state either, and thus violate the disclaimer requirements. 

Indeed, the only way such a disclaimer would not violate section 1 10.1 1 (b) is if 
the communication qualified as exempt party activity under section 100.147(d). That is, 
if the attached mail pieces were “distributed by volunteers and not by commercial or for- 
profit operations.” Since the attached commercially produced mail pieces clearly bear 
commercially printed labels and postage stamps see Exs. A, and B, these mail pieces do 
not satisfy the volunteer requirement of 11 C.F.R. 3 100.147. 
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Put simply, the Arizona Democrats have either violated the disclaimer 
requirements, or failed to allocate and report the costs of such materials to the Hany 
Mitchell for Congress committee as either a contribution under 2 U.S.C. 6 441a, or a 
party expenditure under 2 U.S.C. 0 441a(d). As a result, it appears that the Arizona 
Democrats made an excessive contribution to the Hany Mitchell for Congress committee. 

The above is true and correct to the best to my knowledge, information and belief. 

Sincerely, 

Matt Salmon 
Chairman 
Arizona Republican Party 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this / O  day of October, 2006 
n 

Notary w blic 

My commission expires on +&L* 0 4 









Harry Mitchell's Agenda for Chang& . I .  . \  

i *  . I 1. -. 
* t .  

.. - Balance tbe Budget: : I  

fill Vecure our Borders: 

Harry has balanced 31 consecutive budgets. He has 
In wasteful spending and balance the federal budget. 
Q 

W H q  supports Senator McCain's plan for immigrati 
vborder, enforces current laws, adds more Border Patrol 
:agents and sanctions employers who break the law. 

p% 
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"End the Culture of Corruption: 
Harry will fight for real ethics reform and make 
Congress work for the people, not high paid lobbyists. 

EndTax Breaks f o r  Big Oil= 
Harry will work to promote alternative energy sourc 
and reduce our dependence on foreign oil. 
He'll stand up to Big Oil and fight price gouging-. * 

Promote Stem CeZZResearcb: . 
Harry will expand federal stem cell funding, openin 
for devastating diseases. 

Protect a Woman5 Choice: 
Harry is committed to preserving a woman's 
right to choose, keeping the government out 
of personal medical decisions. 
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